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2. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: Th£ 1978 human rights balance iieez (/ ’ 


BUENOS AIRES 
I. Entire text 




for Argentina is as usual mi 




if 

i^jor shift: 


ixed- There have been nonnaj 

j vrv 3 . 

during the year in the government’s anti-subversion campaign. * J 

C >H- 

Maintaining internal political equilibrium within the Armed Services 

and preparing for the Beagle Channel confrontation with Chile 

absorbed the government leadership's attention throughout the 
and 

year, /res ul ted in "immovilibismo" in all other policy areas 
including anti -subversion. SUMMARY ^ 

3. A catalogue of the human rights highlights of 1978 shows a 
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National r.f: :;~ization Program the ideological roots of sub- 
version mu =*: I-- eradicated. This has become a public theme 
in the speeches of Generals Suarez Mason, Menendez, Riveros, Ojeda 
and Admiral Chamarro. On the other hand, "the firm liners" - 
believe that with the defeat of armed terrorism in Argentina, 
it is necessary to bring the "repressive forces" under the 
control of central government and use these forces selectively 

v *- 

as a policy instrument. There appear^ to be no "soft liners" 

. . \ r e \ 

within the GOA who advocate the closing down of the illegal 

anti-subversi ve operations and returning the maintenance of law and 

. -as 

order to the police and judicial systems*/ there is little <£ 

££ faith in either of these institutions. The events of 1978 


reflect the tensions between the contrasting policy lines of 
expanding operations against new ideological targets and limit- 
ing operations to selected targets. The disparity between 

v ' c- ^ c ( £ 

the human rights advances and the. anti-subversi ve 

'a • ' 

events of 1978 are /manifestation* of these two opposing policy views'.. 

mmmm. 
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3. Disappearances — 

Anti -subversive operations in 1978 continued to follow standard 

clandestine operating procedures- -abduction, interrogation, 

torture, followed by a decision to either release, detain, 

or eliminate the individual. The reduction in the nurr.be>' of 

disappearances reported to the Embassy which began in p":-’977 

continued through 1978. • There was a 36f. ; drop in the m: •• 

average of casesVor the last half of 1977 (81 cases pe- _ tn) 

compared with the first half of 1978 (53 cases per month:. The 

decline in di sappea ranees (and operations) we believe is cue to 

better security force intelligence and targeting efforts, 

scarcity of targets after two years of wide-scale repression, 

and the shift in the last half of 1978 of military and police. 

to Beagle 

personnel from anti -subversi ve duties for/ the/ war preparations,. 


4. 1978 saw a shift towards softer ideological targets as 

the few hundred remaining Montonero and ERP terrorists and 
their supporters became harder and harder to find. In early 
1978, operations continued to be run against Peronist student and 
youth activists, Uruguayan refugees who had been active in left- 
wing labor organizations. Later in the year operations were 
directed against the leadership and activists of a number of 
Partido Comunista Argentina ( PCA } .splinter parties. Operations 
were reported against the Partido Comunista Revol ucionario 
(PCR)--arui Maoist and Chinese Comuni st-backed party; Partido 
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Comunista -Ms**.- *5tc-_£ninista--e micro personal party; Partido 
Social ista Trabcjcdora (PST)--a Second International ideological 
offshoot. At midyear, operations began against former leftist 
university student leaders, who attended the University of 
La Plate prior to 1976. In December , 

r.etz: r: t major operation was conducted against seventy former 

membr “. r a Christian socialist youth grouD called Casa de la 

Ouver.t j: . Professionals — teachers, lawyers and newspapermen 

with leftist or Peronist connections— were sporadically 

targetted during the year. A few cases of human rights activists, 
labor leaders, 

/and Parti oo Comuni sta Argentina members were reported, but 
these individuals were generally released or placed under PEN. 

5. In mid-1978, we began to receive reports of the re- 
appearance of long term detainees who had been held for over 

retunn 

three months. The most significant/was the editor of an interior 
paper who had been held for over a year. Other reports were 


. received of persons reappearing who had been missing for over 

fourteen 

two years. The Embassy recei ved/long term reappearance reports 

during the last half of 1978. These reappearances--al though 

many of 

few in number-fueled the expectations of/the families of 
desaparecidos that their relatives were still alive and being 
held clandestinely. 

6. The Embassy also received throughout the year a stream of 
grizzly stories of the appearance of cadavers. The most 
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r 1978 totaling about 80 bodies washing ashore on Atlantic 


fcessh resort beaches. 


7. Detainees 


The government's right of option program promulgated under 

Public Law 21,650 in late 1977, operated throughout the year 

Poder Ejecutivo Nacional (PEN) 
with small effect. Four percent of the/PEK prisoner 

population was granted the right of option (9B persr* : or 

expelled from Argentina (41 cases) during 1978. The 

Ministry of Interior blames the Presidential Advisory Council 

created by the law for blocking "many good option cases" and 

the Council blames the Army Corps Ax&isxxsRdeKS Commands. 

8. During 1978, 943 detainees had their PEN status 

removed. Although there is only case information, we and other 
human rights observers believe that the great majority of these 
change of status cases were not released from jail but had 
their PEN decrees removed and continued to be held -tar. under 
. military or criminal court decrees. 

9. The year began well as the government published the names 
and locations of most of its Poder Ejecutivo Nacional prisoners. 
However, a major policy change took place in mid-1978 when 

the government began placing the majority of its new detainees 

under the jurisdiction of the military courts instead of the 

were 

PEN. In the last half of 1978, only 43 individuals/placed 
at the disposition of the executive power; while in the 
first half of the year, 291 persons were placed under PEN . 
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7*‘!£rfe were two advantages to the GOA in this new procedure. ! 

First, PEN statistics improve. Secondly, military proceedings 
and trels are secret; there is no judicial or public accountability 
regarding the processing of prisoners held at the disposition 
of military authorities. The only information available comes 
from family reports. Tne government's policy is an effort 
to resolve the PEN problem through bookkeeping--no new political 
prisoners being pfaced under PEN (some economic prisoners are), 
old PEN prisoners being charged by military and civil courts 
and dropped from PEN. In 1978, this resulted in a drop of 
748 persons being held under PEN, but only a small number 
being actually freed. 

10. Governmental Attitudes 

Throughout 1978, the Argentine leadership publicly defended 
itself from attacks about its anti -subversive record with 


jjsti fications ranging from labeling the charges as 
"an anti -Argentine campaign"., a necessary "dirty war" to combat 
Communist terrorism. The large number of reported dis- 
appearances were explained as by murders committed by 
terrorists, persons filing false reports before going under- 
ground, inability to identify corpses and some "excesses" 
by government operatives. 

11. 1978 saw the first instances of the firm liners willing 

to deal privately on human rights issues. Most significant 
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at which US willingness to review its policy of ceny'-nc 

EXIM loans to Argentina and the Argentine t government's 

willingness to accept an invitation by the Inter- American 

Commission on Human Rights were discussed, anc later 

agreed to by the US and A§ Argentine governments. 

Navy Junta member Massera engineered the release of all 

French single national prisoners from Argentina 'deluding 

those serving criminal sentences) as a “sweeter.- - ?r 

France's immediate delivery of two missile ships. 

Spanish authorities received promises that the majority 

of Spanish nationals would be freed after the Spanish 

king's and queen's visit to Argentina. This reportedly 

helped overcome Spanish pari iamentary opposition 

to the visit. 

12. US and international pressures led to some movement on 
high visibility detainee cases. The Deutsch family and 
Guillermo Vogeler were released, "La Opinion" publisher, 

- Jacobo Timerman was transferred to house arrest. The 
International Red Cross was allowed to continue its 
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January -- Major Events 

-- The year began with international reverberations 

over the disappearances of thirteen members and 

supporters of the Plata de Mayo Mothers 1 Group includ- 

First 

ing two French nuns. Army/Corps announced that the nuns 

were being held by the Montoneros. 

Embassy made *nigh level demarches regarding these 
{COMC ENTER: NEW SUB PARA) — 

disappearances . /The UNHCR reported that seven 

Uruguayans residing in Argentina had disappeared in 

January. These Uruguayans along with 15 others taken 

in 1977 , were reported!:* held in a clandestine detention 

facility outside of Buenos Aires. 

-- January IS -- International Federation for the 

Rights of Man delegation headed by retired French Admiral 

Saguinetti and New York State Judge John Carro met 

.with Argentine officials on human rights is situation. 

February -- Major Events : 

-- On February 8, the Ministry of Interior released 

the names of the Executive (PEN) Prisoners being held 

at the federal prison at Villa Devoto. In the following 

weeks the Ministry announced 5,178 names of PEN prisoners 

held at twenty federal and provincial prisons. A few r 

hundred prisoner names were not listed due to 

oversight. " 




' with GOA Christmas promise. 

-- Four PEN prisoners were released from La Plat2 
Prison at midnight on February 5 and disappeared. 

-- Inter- American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
privately requests permission to visit Argentina tc 
investigate human rights complaints. 

-- March -- Major Events - 

-- Four Vietnamese boat people allowed to enter 
Argentina as a humanitarian gesture. 

-- Railway and subway workers strike settled after ur.icr. 

then 

leaders disappear and /reappear . 

-- National Academy of Science delegation fails tc get 
concrete signals from GOA to allow Academy to support 
US members’ participation in October Cancer Congress. 

-- Press reports 35 to 40 bodies wash ashore near mouth 
of Rio de La Plata. 

-- Six Inner Religious sect members arrested in 
Resistencia. 

-- CAFH. sect members arrested in Cordoba. 

-- International Union of Lawyers (UIA) delegation 
postpones visit to Argentina due to organizational 
difficulties . 

-- Buenos Aires province orders teachers to insist that 
all school children salute flag and sing national 
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in L<z± Plata. 


-- .12 ej'andro Deutsch released from PEN detention in 
Cordoba. 

-- Gcverniriental leadership changes as Videla vacates 

Army CINC post but remains as President. 

-- Or. the night of March 20, labor lawyer, Juan Carlos 
-is and immediately 

7 eghi ,/ released from La Plata Prison/, dmexs^sx abducted 

■ ith his wife Wife released quickly 

is 

but his body/ found three days later. 

sends 

-- Catholic Bishops Conference/ private letter to 

President Videla complaining of human rights violations 

and "excesses" committed by security forces. Letter 
provokes 

x:o^:>&i'j€xk/sharp response from President Videla for 
church's characterization of PEN detainees as political 
prisoners . 


-- Army launches operation on March 26 (Easter Sunday) 
against Partido Comunista Revolucionario medical pro- 
ject in Buenos Aires workers’ barrio. Twenty-four 
PCR members and barrio leaders reported held and 
tortured at the Tablada Military Base. Two reportedly 
die from interrogation injuries. Thirteen others re- 
appear in October under PEN, otheis released. 


April -- Major Events 


-- On April 6, Danish Deputy Foreign Minister presents 

oral demarche to Argentine Ambassador in Copenhagen 
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expressing European Communi ty 1 s concern for it? 

citizens who have disappeared or who are detainee 

makes 

without charges. Danish Ambassador simii ar 

demarche to Western European Foreign Ministry Office 
Director . 


-- On April 17 "La Opinion'’ publisher, Jacobo 
transferred to house arrest. 


c- man . 


-- Ninety-eight Jehovah's Witnesses arrested in 

separate operations in mid-March and April. 

-- In late April, escaped Navy Mechanics School trusty, 

dis t r ibutes 

Horacio Maggio, disfcxikKteJ /Letter alleging that a 
number of important desapareciaos , including the 
French nuns, were held at the Navy Mechanics School 
interrogation facility. 


Mav - Mai or Events 


-- On May 5, Interior Minister Harguindeguy lectureS 

National Police Congress that Argentine police forces 

have used special emergency procedures to eradicate 

but 

all subversion znri/ now must resume normal police 
tasks and procedures. 

-- May 17 -- Three human rights organizations publish 
names of 2,507 disappeareds in "La Prensa." 

-- May 24-25 -- Under Secretary Newsom visits Buenos 
Aires . 


| - - Foreign Ministry rejects ICEM participation J 
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: r. v i _'h i of opticn program . 

-- Mid-May -- Belgian delegation representing the 
International League for the Rights of Man visits 
Buenos Aires. 

-- Swedish Foreign Minister made strong oral demarche 

tc Argentine Ambassador in Stockholm regarding the 

human rights situation in Argentina and with emphasis 

on abduction of ’Swedish citizen Dagmar Heglin. 

June - - Major Events 

-- World Cup Football Championships; Argentina wins. 

orders 

-- Ministry of Interior prison officials not 

to release PEN prisoners after 6:00 pm. 
receives first 

-- Embass>yjp££££j££$ reappearance reports of four long 
time "desaparecidos . " 

-- June 16 -- Human rights and labor leader Alfredo 

Bravo released from PEN detention and placed on conditional 

liberty. 

-- Embassy informed of new Argentine Army policy to 
transfer officers involved in abuses in counter- 
subversive campaign to strictly military assignments. 

--On June 22, Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo verbally 
harassed in what appeared to be a staged counter- 
demonstration for newsmen covering World Cup Soccer 
matches . 
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with President Videla in which Messers urged the crte:. 
forces to publish available information regarding 'persons 
who have died in confrontation with ant i -subvers i ve 
forces.’ 1 Navy plan later leaked and publicly reiectcc 
by Videla. 

-- Argentine government reacted with displeasure tc 
President Carter’s June 21 OAS speech. 

-- GOA officials began study of the effects ; : . umphrey- 
Kennedv amendment on cutting off military sales and 
training . 

round up 

-- Large-scale jexstxx x reported in 

to find /who 

La Plata xjgpBMxrax/ persons/ c^yjhe:xte>dx;xxx iraxtex interfered 
with World Cup TV broadcast. 

July -- Major Events 

-- Argentine press complains about US policy of restrict- 
ing official financial credits to Argentina. 

Decision leaked that General Videla had EESERchosen 
General Viola to succeed him in the Junta as Army CINC; 
Navy Junta member Massera reported to be planning to 
retire skaMt around September; and Air Force Junta 
member Agosti reported to retire in early 1979. 

-- State Department’s veto of EXIM issuance of letter 
of interest to Alice Chalmers to supply turbines for 
iacyreta Hydroelectric Project draws extensive criticism 
) from GOA officials and the press. | 
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Embassy receives 

-- JcicxLrrssxKEiErxt^s/'repor t that about 90 1 of PEN 

have 

r : r i s o n e r s / X S I £ ¥ J? V £ n £ £ X £ X X I £ X X K X I X I X X >: a K X $ - been 
tortured during their interrogation. 

-- Argentine government officials refer to existence 
of "non-recognized prisoners” being held at the dis- 
position of military authorities (DAM’s). 

XX X& XX XLX XX X XX X XXX s E MX XX XXXK XX XXXE £*XX X X XXK X X £ - 

IKXESSmTiX- ’ 

-- GOA quiries Embassy regarding implementation 
details ofxkEKKEdyx Humphrey- Kennedy amendment. 

-- July 20 -- Supreme Court finds no basis for executive 
detention of ”La Opinion” publisher, Jacobo Timerman. 

-- GOA begins transfer of senior Peronist Acta 
Inst i tucional prisoners to house arrest and parole 
status . 

August -- Maior Events 


-- August 1 -- Navy Chief of Staff Lambrus cini ’ s 
apartment bombed, killing his 15 year old daughter 
and two' others. Strong reaction throughout Argentina. 
-- August 2 -- Foreign Minister presents a note to 
Ambassador Castro protesting ”US press communique” 
relating to EXIM Bank decision. Following day Foreign 
Minister described relations with the United States 


as ’’normal, but not optimal” to the press. 

| j- August 10 -- Foreign Ministry expressed its 
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^ indignation regarding Assistant Secretary Aeriar.’s 
testimony to House Inter-American Affairs Sub c c-nirii tree 
that Argentine government is guilty of systematic 
torture of political prisoners and summary executions. 

-- Argentine Navy decides not to participate ir. UNJTAS 
exercises . 

September - - Ma jor Events 

-- Jehovah’s Witnesses launch a worldwide inf ; mat ion 
and letter writing campaign against religious 
intolerance in Argentina. 

-- Argentine Spanish language press begins giving 
increased coverage to disappearances, especially 
of professionals, students and businessmen. 

-- Army reportedly issues strict operating guide- 
lines for the anti-subversion campaign stopping 
’’independent" operations and requiring the non- 
- terrorist subversives are to be handled within the 
bounds of the law. 

--"Grandmothers’" group launches campaign over the fate 

disappeared 

of children born to the ir/pregnant daughters . dixxppEaxEdx 
-- Four cancer researchers visited Buenos Aires 
September 25-29 in unsuccessful attempt to obtain 
release of jailed physicians and scientists as a 
trade off for cancellation of Paris anti-cancer 


If 


conference . 
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' ctober - - Major Events - • 

-- Army intelligence prepares report on US human 
rights policy, tools and steps taken by the USG to 
implement policy. 

-- President Videla meets with Vice President Mondale 
in Rome. Videla discusses denial of EXIM financing 
for Yacyreta Hydroelectric Project. Mondale discusses 
importance of visit of Inter -American Commission on 
Human Rights ( IACHR) . 

xx'xSciEkErxiixxxxArgEKrxriExEsxexEKxMiKistxxxprEESSESx 
iACKRxs.it; Exri six XxkexiiKiXekxtExxtEkxxE fx xKkiExa I 


trEtEEtiEKXEf xkuiCXKXXigk tXXXKXAxgSR tXKXX 

-- October 14 -- Federal Criminal Appeals Court 
issues first of a seriEUX series of decisions ruling 
illegal the detention of over a hundred PEN prisoners 
due to the failure of the Executive to provide specific 
• reasons for their detention under its state of siege 
powers. Decision appealed and prisoners not released. 

-- October 16 -- Argentine Foreign Ministry proposes 
IACHR site visit be limited to study of judicial 
protection of human rights in Argentina. 

-- All French single national prisoners under PEN and 
serving criminal sentences expelled through effort 
of Argentine Navy which purchased two sophisticated 
| French miss ile attack ships. J 
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| November -- Major Events - 

-- November 6 -- Foreign Ministry informed Fr.v a? 5 y 
that US Consular Officials would be permittee tc 
interview PEN prisoners applying for the ri ght of 
option to leave Argentina. 

-- 220 prisoners reported transferred Tver. Third 
Corps to Villa Devoto and La Plata Pri- . ■ ; . Forty 
to sixty "non- i^ecogni : ed prisoners" he!. . the 
military reportedly included in group. 

-- Thirty-nine men and women "non* recogri zed prisoners” 
are also reported to have surfaced in La Plata 
and Villa Devoto Prisons from detention centers in 
the First Corps area. 

-- The Beagle crisis with Chile becomes critical. 


December - - Major Events 

-- Red Cross prison visit program suspended, and then reinstated 
-- Senior government officials publicly and privately 
suggest that a large Christmas PEN prisoner amnesty 
list will be forthcoming. 


-- Navy sources report that Mechanics School detention 
and interrogation facility to be closed. Navy seeks to resettle 
some of the 80 trusty s outs ide 

•Argentina. 

-- Federal police confiscate over a half million books 
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the $100,000 worth of literature as waste paper. ' 

-- December 22 -- officials at the Casa Rosada (the 
Argentine White House) received two human rights 
delegations and promise a large Christmas amnesty, 
reduction of sentences of persons sentenced by military 
tribunals, and information regarding the whereabouts 
of the "desaparecidos . " 

-- mid -December-*- Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo's Thursday 
afternoon demonstration swelled to over a thousand and 
become vocal. 

-- December 22 -- Ministry of Interior announces 
the change of status of 252 PEN prisoners as a result 
of the government's Christmas review . Included are 
eight Spaniards expelled as a goodwill gesture, for 
the visit of the Spanish king and queen. 

CASTRO 



